
LAKE COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER 
WHY (STILL) NOW?  

 
The new justice center will be safe, a wise use of funds, and fair to Lake County residents. 
 
1) SAFE: The lack of a jail creates safety concerns for the public, law enforcement officers, and inmates. 
 

• Risks to the Public: There’s a heightened risk that inmates could escape from the temporary 
holding cells at the current jail, from the courthouse hallways, and from transport vans. Deputy 
hours spent driving inmates to other counties could cause delayed 911 response to the public’s 
calls for assistance. The hours of driving are causing delays in criminal investigations. The 
courthouse has security concerns, because inmates come to the courtroom through the same 
hallway as victims and their families, county employees, jurors, and citizens there to renew 
licenses or pay bills.  

 
• Risks to Law Enforcement Officers: In the jail or on the roads, when deputies are alone with 

inmates. 
 

• Risks to Inmates: The law requires law enforcement officers to protect the people in their care. 
When only one deputy is available to watch the jail, fights can happen. Deputies often can’t see 
or hear inmates in the back tanks—inmates could be alone in a medical emergency or jail fire. 
During transports, inmates can be hurt in auto accidents. This has already happened once. 

 
Ø The new justice center will be secure. Facilities will meet current best practices for security, 

so that law enforcement, court staff, citizens, and inmates are safe.  
 
2) WISE USE OF FUNDS: Our current situation costs Lake County taxpayers money every day in housing 

and transporting inmates, and we get no benefits from that expense.  
 
• Housing and Transportation Costs: Outsourcing jailing for 20 inmates for six months would cost 

the county over $32,000—funds that can’t be used for paving, parks, salaries, and services.  
 

• Construction Costs: Costs are rising 8-10% a year. The longer we wait, the more a new justice 
center will cost. Thankfully, grant funding can cover some of the costs. 
 
Ø With the new justice center, Lake County will not be wasting money on transportation and 

housing for inmates.  
 
3) FAIR: An old saying is that justice delayed is justice denied. The current situation is denying justice in 

several ways and is unfair to Lake County community members. 
 

• Investigations Delayed: Unsolved criminal cases are unfair to victims, who want closure and 
justice, and create risk for members of the public. 
   



• Civil Cases Delayed: With only a single courtroom, civil matters have to wait while a trial is 
underway—divorces, landlord/tenant disputes, contract disputes. 
 

• Strain on Families: Families who wish to visit their loved ones in jail must take time off from 
work, pay for gas, and drive long distances—if they have transportation to visit at all. With 
work release not available for those convicted of nonviolent crime, some families have no 
income. Children may go hungry. Families may seek public assistance or become homeless. 
The cycle repeats if the former inmate is arrested for nonpayment of court fees.  

 
• Trauma for Domestic Violence Survivors: Domestic abuse survivors may not report assaults, 

because if their abuser goes to jail and can’t get work release, they cannot pay the bills alone. 
 

• Lack of Mental Health Services in Jail: Mental health issues are behind many arrests. Inmates 
housed in other counties can’t receive many mental health services or treatment for opioid 
addiction. Without treatment that could help them, people are more likely to offend again 
when they are released from jail. If they re-enter the legal system, the cycle starts again.  
 
Even more critical are people who have mental health crises or opiate withdrawal while locked 
in jail, without mental health services available to treat or comfort them. 

 
Ø The new justice center will let law enforcement, court staff, and other justice system 

professionals do their jobs, such as carry out investigations—and treat Lake County 
residents fairly. 

 
Ø With enough courtrooms and hearing rooms to carry us to future decades, we’ll eliminate 

delays for civil cases like divorces and landlord/tenant disputes.  
 
Ø Nonviolent offenders could do work release while serving their sentences, allowing them to 

keep putting food on their family’s table and helping their employers carry out daily 
business. Families who have a loved one in jail can visit more often, without the costs of 
travel and time off work. 

 
Ø Domestic violence survivors are better able to seek justice and sleep at night, knowing 

their abusers are in a secure jail. 
 
Ø Inmates who need help with mental health crises and substance abuse, including opioid 

dependency, can receive help more easily, from services provided in the courthouse or 
directly in the jail. These services reduce repeat offenses. Ultimately, they save taxpayers 
dollars while changing people’s lives for the better. 

 
With a single justice center, community members can easily access all the services they need, 
in one building. Our building and systems will be set fair and equitable. We’ll believe in our 
justice system and take community pride in the new justice center we chose to build together. 

 


